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Abstract:

T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land serves as a cathartic expression of his unconscious mind, inadvertently
projecting his traumatic experiences through fragmented themes and kaleidoscopic imagery. This
modernist masterpiece captures the collective disillusionment of a generation in the aftermath of
World War 1, conveying the devastating consequences of societal upheaval. Through a
psychoanalytic lens, this paper explores how Eliot's candid depiction of post-war Europe turns out to
be a revelation of his unconscious fears and anxieties. The poem's timeless themes — disillusionment,
spiritual decay, and the search for meaning — transcend generations, resonating with contemporary
audiences. The poem can be regarded as a paradigmatic work, addressing universal concerns that
persist despite changing times. This analysis provides a framework for grasping the ongoing
relevance of Eliot's work, demonstrating how The Waste Land continues to serve as a powerful
reflection of humanity's struggles with identity, purpose, and the search for meaning in an uncertain
world.
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