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Arctic Street Art: Murals as Cultural and Political Expression in Greenland

Kathrin Maurer
Professor, Department of Culture and Technology, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark

Abstract

This paper investigates the aesthetic genre of artistic murals as a form of visual story telling about communities, identity, and
everyday life. The focus of this analysis is contemporary murals in Greenland created by street artists, youth community projects,
and activists. The overall theoretical aim of this article is to explore how art, in this case the public street art in Greenland, can be
seen as seismograph visualizing issues of political polarization as well as act as a form of political intervention. My aesthetic analysis
examines the semiotic language of these murals and discusses their specific narratives about identity, environmental issues, political
events, and everyday life. In this context, | will draw on research data that | have gathered in Greenland (photos of murals, dialogues
with community art projects and youth organizations, such as the Sanasa Project.)
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