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Abstract

A GreenPlay case-study is a practice-based sustainable design intervention conducted by Applied Media 
students to transform an underutilized daycare outdoor space into an environmentally responsive play 
environment. Rather than approaching sustainability through theoretical instruction alone, the project 
positioned design practice as a method of inquiry. Students engaged in site analysis, material research, 
prototyping, and spatial reconfiguration using upcycled materials and non-toxic resources to develop 
functional learning corners aligned with sustainability principles. The intervention emphasized collaborative 
engagement with daycare staff to ensure contextual relevance and safety. Through iterative design 
development and on-site implementation, the project demonstrates how applied media practice can expand 
from visual communication into creative physical space and material systems design. Findings highlight the 
role of practice-based research in generating socially responsive design solutions, while offering students real-
world experience in sustainable community engagement. The study contributes to design education 
discourse by illustrating how creative practice can operate as both pedagogical strategy and research 
methodology within sustainability-driven contexts.
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