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Abstract:

Cognitive warfare and counterintelligence are pivotal components of security strategies, particularly in
Africa, where diverse political, social, and economic landscapes create unique challenges. This
chapter examines their interplay within the African context, exploring examples that illustrate their
significance. Cognitive warfare encompasses at least propaganda, disinformation campaigns, and
social media manipulation, often employed during elections, conflicts and disasters to influence public
opinion. Meanwhile, counterintelligence efforts focus on thwarting espionage, detecting foreign
influence, securing borders and information. The dynamics between cognitive warfare and
counterintelligence are multifaceted and dynamic, shaping perceptions, behaviours, and security
outcomes across the continent. Examples from Nigeria, South Africa, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, South Sudan, Egypt, Kenya Zimbabwe and Uganda highlight how these concepts intersect in
various contexts, impacting governance, conflict resolution, and regional stability. Understanding this
interplay is crucial for developing comprehensive strategies to address security threats and safeguard
the integrity of African information ecosystems.
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