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Abstract:

In the university setting in Hong Kong, non-science students lack a chance to experience a scientific
investigation while science students often do not have an opportunity to communicate science with
non-expert audiences. In this project, we attempted to provide a solution via a general education
(GE) course. All undergraduate students, regardless of their major disciplines, are required to take a
science-related GE course, ‘In Dialogue with Nature'. Students have to read and understand excerpts
from various texts including ‘On the Origin of Species’ and ‘DNA: The Secret of Life’ and discussed the
perennial questions that the texts bring up. While they learn about some scientific experiments, they
never got a chance of doing them. In view of this, we offered the students some hands-on experiment
workshops demonstrated by senior students from the Faculty of Science. Before the workshops,
science communication training was provided to the senior students through lectures, experimental
sessions and museum visit to equip them with the necessary skills. In this presentation, the design,
implementation and evaluation of the project will be discussed.
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